
 
MEETING AGENDA 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2016 
 

5:00 PM 
 
North St. Paul City Hall – Castle Room 
2400 Margaret Street 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Joe Stahlmann, Chair 
Patrick Blees, Vice-Chair 
Paul Anderson  
Deb Fairbanks 
Candy Petersen, Council Liaison 
Lou Ann Stevens 

 
III. ADOPT AGENDA 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Approve the April 28, 2016 regular meeting minutes. 
 

V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the Commission concerning issues that 
are not on the agenda. This discussion will be limited to 15 minutes.  

 
VI. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Design Review Update – Franklyn Center – 2497 7th Avenue East 
 

VII. REPORTS FROM STAFF 
A. Downtown Design Manual Open House – 530-630pm – May 26, 2016 

 
VIII. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting: Thursday, June 23, 2016 



CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 
5:00 PM 

City of North St. Paul Castle Room 
2400 Margaret Street, North St. Paul, Minnesota 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 5:05 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Commission members present: Paul Anderson, Lou Ann Stevens, Patrick 
Blees, Joe Stahlmann, and Candy Petersen 
 
Absent: Deb Fairbanks 

 
Staff: City Planner, Corrin Wendell and Planning Intern, Katerina Grengs  

 
III. ADOPT AGENDA 

The agenda was adopted without objection. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. The March 24, 2016 meeting minutes were adopted by consensus. 

 
V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
VI. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS   

A. Design Review – LUV Ice Cream – 2587 7th Avenue East 
 

City Planner Wendell introduced item VI.A. Design Review – LUV Ice 
Cream – 2587 7th Avenue East. Susanna and Illya Gorodisher of LUV Ice 
Cream and Chocolates were present for the review of their proposal. City 
Planner Wendell read through the recommendation for the Design Review 
proposal. Commissioners Stevens and Blees commented on the 
thoroughness of the report. Business owner Susanna described the reuse 
of the overhead rooftop sign and stated that they would be working to 
refurbish the sign with glass blown tubing, which would be expensive, but 
worth restoring the sign. Chair Stahlmann commented on the material of 
the wall and Susanna replied that it was an existing stamped concrete 
which will be accented by landscaping and the proposed awning will be 
a silver aluminum. Vice-Chair Blees stated that there could be recessed 
lighting within the awning. Susanna commented on the proposed wall 



mural and stated that they intend on having the imagery of the 
snowman, but not as the icon it is today but as part of a story of children 
building snowmen in North St. Paul. She would also like to see the gateway 
trail, pedestrians, bicyclists, laborers, and tradesmen within the community 
incorporated into the mural. Susanna also mentioned that the existing 
light post in the parking lot would be taken down half way and some 
landscaping may be added in that area in the future. On Motion by 
Commissioner Anderson and Seconded by Commissioner Stevens, the 
Design Review application for LUV Ice Cream was recommended for 
approval to the City Council. 

 
VII. REPORTS OF STAFF 

City Planner Wendell spoke about the progress of the Downtown Design 
Manual. She stated that at the next meeting there will be another open 
house to solicit more information from our business owners and residents. 
This open house will take place from 530-630pm on Thursday, May 26, 2016 
on the first floor of City Hall. 
 
City Planner Wendell also commented on the results from the first open 
house survey and stated that the top design elements in the downtown 
that business owners and residents considered most important were: 
Streetscape, Landscaping, Outdoor Seating, Parking, Building Proportion 
and Scale, and Awnings and Canopies. 
 

VIII. REPORTS OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 
The Commissioners spoke about the appearing of City Hall and requesting 
landscaping along Margaret to be an example of good landscaping 
within the Downtown. 
 
The Commissioners also spoke about the Snowman and potential efforts 
to raise money for the structural and aesthetic upkeep on the Snowman 
through potential car show donations “Save Our Snowman – SOS” and 
also to speak with Scott Duddeck or Gary Mulkayee regarding the 
snowman maintenance. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 



Agenda Information Memorandum 
North St. Paul Design Review Commission  
May 26, 2016 
 
 
VI. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. Design Review Update – Franklyn Center – 2497 7th Avenue East 
 
 
ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
To review and provide feedback to an existing Design Review approved proposal located at 
2497 7th Avenue East, in the MU-1, Downtown Mixed-Use District. 
 
 
FACTS 
 

• The Design Review Commission reviewed and recommendation approval for a Design 
Review for the Franklyn Center in November 2012. 

• The City Council approved the proposed Design Review application at its November 9, 
2012 meeting. 

• The Design Review proposal was approved for renovation of the west side of the exterior 
of the building. 

• The minutes from the City Council November 9, 2012 meeting state that Jerry Weber 
would do periodic check-ins with staff and the DRC as he proceeds with further 
renovation of the exterior of the building. 

• Jerry Weber is requesting a check-in with the DRC to consider designs for the remaining 
sections of the exterior of the façade. 

• The DRC is asked to review and provide feedback to the applicant. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
DRC Minutes – November 5, 2012 
City Council Minutes – November 9, 2012 
Resolution No. 2012-108 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: Thursday, May 26, 2016 
 

To: Chair Stahlman and Design Review Commission 
From: Corrin Hoegen Wendell, AICP, City Planner 
CC: Click here to enter text. 
Re: Design Review Update – Franklyn Center – 2497 7th Avenue East 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Chair Stahlman and Design Review Commission members: 
 
The Design Review Commission is asked to review and provide feedback to an existing Design Review 
approved proposal for the property located at 2497 7th Avenue East, within the MU-1, Downtown Mixed-
Use District. 
 
Proposal: 
At the November 5, 2012 Design Review Commission meeting, the Commission reviewed and 
recommended approval for a Design Review proposal for the Franklyn Center to City Council. The City 
Council approved the proposed Design Review application at its November 9, 2012 meeting. The Design 
Review proposal was approved for renovation of the west side of the exterior of the building. The minutes 
from the City Council November 9th meeting stated that Jerry Weber would do periodic check-ins with the 
DRC as he proceeds with further renovation of the exterior of the building. Jerry Weber is requesting a 
check-in with the DRV to consider designs for the remaining sections of th exterior of the façade. The 
west side of the Franklyn Center has been renovated and it completed. 
 
Applicant/Owner: 
Jerry Weber, Franklyn Center, 2497 7th Avenue East, North St. Paul, MN 55109. 
 
Address/Location: 
2497 7th Avenue East, North St. Paul. The property is located south of Highway 36 within the North St. 
Paul city limits. 
 
Property Legal Description: 
Lots 13 through 28, Block 13, North St. Paul Proper. Ramsey County, MINN. PID: 122922310056. 
 
Property Acreage: 
Said parcel contains 1.1 acres, subject to any drainage and utility easements. This property is also 
subject to any other easement of record. 
 
Zoning: 
The property is zoned MU-1, Downtown Mixed-Use District. 
 
Attachments: 
Please see the enclosed attachments. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
What is a Design Review? 



The Design Review process is intended to ensure the implementation and vision of the Comprehensive 
Plan, Architectural Requirements section of the Zoning Code and the Downtown Design Manual for 
properties located in the MU-1 Downtown Mixed-Use District. Design Review is intended to assist in 
offering solutions which are flexible, allowing participants to work in cooperation with the Design Review 
Commission to arrive at a design which protects the integrity of the MU-1 Downtown Mixed-Use District 
and is harmonious with the desired character of the Downtown. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
To to review and provide feedback to an existing Design Review approved proposal for the property 
located at 2497 7th Avenue East, within the MU-1, Downtown Mixed-Use District. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Budgeted Item? N/A 

 
Fund / Department / 
Amount. 

Not Applicable 
 
19 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Budgeted:   $  N/A Actual:   $  N/A 

 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Plan Item? N/A 

List the Strategic Area. Not Applicable 

Describe the engagement 
opportunities? 

N/A 

 























CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-108 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FRANKLYN CENTER FAÇADE PLAN 
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE DESIGN AND HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION 

 
 

WHEREAS, Franklyn Center, located at 2497 7th Avenue, is proposing to remove the mansard 
roof and reside the west side of the building with a cement board product; and 
 
WHEREAS, the DHRC heard this request at their Thursday, October 25, 2012 meeting, and 
asked the applicant to submit more complete plans for the other three sides of the building; and 
 
WHEREAS, in addition the DHRC requested a letter from the business owner stating that the 
same product and design will be installed on the other sides of the building; and 
 
WHEREAS, the DHRC held a special meeting on Monday, November 5, 2012 to review the 
additional plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Design and Historical Review Commission recommends City Council approval 
for the west side building plans at this time, and further plans for the remaining three sides will 
be presented at a later date; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of North St. Paul, it 
hereby approves the Franklyn Center Façade updates for the west side of the building as 
recommended by the Design and Historical Review Commission. 
 
ADOPTED this 9th day of November, 2012.  
 
Motion by Council Member Petersen   
Second by Council Member Bruton 
 
Voting: Aye:      Council Member Furlong 

  Council Member Petersen 
     Council Member Walczak 
     Council Member Bruton 
     Mayor Kuehn 
 Nay:         None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent:    None            

 
            _____________________________ 

            Michael R. Kuehn, Mayor 
 
Attest:  _____________________________ 
    Walter T. Wysopal, City Manager        
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