
 
MEETING AGENDA 
 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 28, 2016 
 

5:00 PM 
 
North St. Paul City Hall – Castle Room 
2400 Margaret Street 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

 
II. ROLL CALL 

Joe Stahlmann, Chair 
Patrick Blees, Vice-Chair 
Paul Anderson  
Deb Fairbanks 
Candy Petersen, Council Liaison 
Lou Ann Stevens 

 
III. ADOPT AGENDA 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Approve the June 23, 2016 regular meeting minutes. 
 

V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the Commission concerning issues that 
are not on the agenda. This discussion will be limited to 15 minutes.  

 
VI. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Design Review – Franklyn Center – 2497 7th Avenue East 
 

VII. REPORTS FROM STAFF 
A. Downtown Design Manual – Update – Downtown Master Plan Announcement 
B. Downtown Design Manual – Car Show Booth Results 

 
VIII. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting: Thursday, August 25, 2016 



CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

Thursday, June 23, 2016 
5:00 PM 

City of North St. Paul Castle Room 
2400 Margaret Street, North St. Paul, Minnesota 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
Commission members present: Paul Anderson, Patrick Blees, Joe 
Stahlmann, Deb Fairbanks, and Candy Petersen 
 
Absent: Lou Ann Stevens 

 
Staff: City Planner, Corrin Wendell  

 
III. ADOPT AGENDA 

The agenda was adopted without objection. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. The May 26, 2016 meeting minutes were adopted by consensus with 
approved changes. 

 
V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
VI. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS   

 
VII. REPORTS OF STAFF 

A. Downtown Design Manual – Update. City Planner spoke regarding the 
language of the Downtown Design Manual. Draft elements are 
proposed to be considered in the final draft of the document based 
on community engagement, Commission input, and reducing 
redundancies within the manual and aligning with the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

B. Downtown Design Manual – Car Show Booth – June 24, 2016. City 
Planner Wendell spoke regarding the upcoming car show to invite 
residents, business owners and car show goers to participate in a 
survey regarding the elements of the Downtown Design Manual and 
what was important to the citizens regarding those elements. The 
booth would be set up from 6-8pm on June 24th, 2016. 



 
VIII. REPORTS OF COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 



Agenda Information Memorandum 
North St. Paul Design Review Commission  
July 28, 2016 
 
 
VI. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. Design Review – Franklyn Center – 2497 7th Avenue East 
 
 
ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
To review and provide feedback to an existing Design Review partially approved proposal 
located at 2497 7th Avenue East, in the MU-1, Downtown Mixed-Use District. 
 
 
FACTS 
 

• The Design Review Commission reviewed and recommendation approval for a Design 
Review for the Franklyn Center in November 2012. 

• The City Council approved the proposed Design Review application at its November 9, 
2012 meeting. 

• The Design Review proposal was approved for renovation of the west side of the exterior 
of the building. 

• The minutes from the City Council November 9, 2012 meeting state that Jerry Weber 
would do periodic check-ins with staff and the DRC as he proceeds with further 
renovation of the exterior of the building. 

• Jerry Weber is requesting a check-in with the DRC to consider designs for the remaining 
sections of the exterior of the façade. 

• At the May 26, 2016 DRC Meeting, the DRC recommended approval of continuation of 
the renovation to the entrance areas of the Franklyn Center with the Nichiha product and 
then return to the DRC after analysis and design of the front façade facing 7th Avenue 
has been completed. 

• The DRC is asked to review the submitted façade drawing of the 7th Avenue façade and 
provide feedback to the applicant. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
DRC Minutes – November 5, 2012 
Resolution No. 2012-108 
DRC Action Letter to Applicant – May 27, 2016 
Franklyn Center Façade Drawing 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

Date: Thursday, July 28, 2016 
 

To: Chair Stahlman and Design Review Commission 
From: Corrin Hoegen Wendell, AICP, City Planner 
CC: Click here to enter text. 
Re: Design Review – Franklyn Center – 2497 7th Avenue East 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Chair Stahlman and Design Review Commission members: 
 
The Design Review Commission is asked to review and provide feedback to an existing Design Review 
partially approved proposal for the property located at 2497 7th Avenue East, within the MU-1, Downtown 
Mixed-Use District. 
 
Proposal: 
At the November 5, 2012 Design Review Commission meeting, the Commission reviewed and 
recommended approval for a Design Review proposal for the Franklyn Center to City Council. The City 
Council approved the proposed Design Review application at its November 9, 2012 meeting. The Design 
Review proposal was approved for renovation of the west side of the exterior of the building. The minutes 
from the City Council November 9th meeting stated that Jerry Weber would do periodic check-ins with the 
DRC as he proceeds with further renovation of the exterior of the building. Jerry Weber is requesting a 
check-in with the DRC to consider designs for the remaining sections of the exterior of the façade. The 
west side of the Franklyn Center has been renovated and it completed. At the May 26, 2016 DRC 
Meeting, the DRC recommended approval of continuation of the renovation to the entrance areas of the 
Franklyn Center with the Nichiha product and then return to the DRC after analysis and design of the 
front façade facing 7th Avenue has been completed. 
 
7th Avenue Façade Proposal: 
Please see the attached façade submittal drawing depicting the 7th Avenue face of the Franklyn Center. 
This drawing proposes the following: 

• Existing Nichiha along the west entrance to be wrapped onto the 7th Avenue façade in the amount 
of 12.1% maintaining the existing brown color. 

• Maintain existing stucco along the 7th Avenue façade in the amount of 42.3% maintaining the 
existing beige color. 

• Maintain existing brick painted to match stucco in the amount of 6.2%. The area located above 
the windows of the brick will consist of signage. All new signage must obtain a sign permit from 
the City. 

• Existing Nichiha along the east entrance to be wrapped onto the 7th Avenue façade in the amount 
of 21.9% maintaining the existing brown color. 

• The applicant proposes to apply for a building permit immediately after approval from the Design 
Review Commission with completion of the project to occur in August 2016. 

 
Applicant/Owner: 
Jerry Weber, Franklyn Center, 2497 7th Avenue East, North St. Paul, MN 55109. 
 
Address/Location: 



2497 7th Avenue East, North St. Paul. The property is located south of Highway 36 within the North St. 
Paul city limits. 
 
Property Legal Description: 
Lots 13 through 28, Block 13, North St. Paul Proper. Ramsey County, MINN. PID: 122922310056. 
 
Property Acreage: 
Said parcel contains 1.1 acres, subject to any drainage and utility easements. This property is also 
subject to any other easement of record. 
 
Zoning: 
The property is zoned MU-1, Downtown Mixed-Use District. 
 
Attachments: 
Please see the enclosed attachments. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
What is a Design Review? 
The Design Review process is intended to ensure the implementation and vision of the Comprehensive 
Plan, Architectural Requirements section of the Zoning Code and the Downtown Design Manual for 
properties located in the MU-1 Downtown Mixed-Use District. Design Review is intended to assist in 
offering solutions which are flexible, allowing participants to work in cooperation with the Design Review 
Commission to arrive at a design which protects the integrity of the MU-1 Downtown Mixed-Use District 
and is harmonious with the desired character of the Downtown. 
 
Design Review Manual – Façade General – Renovations of Buildings that are not Historically 
Significant: 
 
Intent: To maintain building facades so that they convey a sense of authenticity, quality of construction, 
welcoming appearance, and business identity; to allow renovation to occur in stages so that the financial 
burden is reduced for those working on improving the appearance of their business. 
 
Guideline: When making façade repairs or renovations, use of brick with compatible material for trim and 
architectural detail is encouraged. When brick is not feasible, the use of material that is the same as, or 
that compliments the existing structure is recommended. Property owners are encouraged to restore 
brick facades, open up covered windows and doors, and restore transom windows and quality 
architectural details if any. Lighting to accentuate the architectural features of the building and 
construction of parapets to increase the effective height of one-story buildings is encouraged. Installation 
of awnings that reflect the door and window beneath them is also encouraged. 
 
Standard: Façade renovations that meet criteria requiring design review must submit plans for a full 
façade renovation even if renovating only a portion of the façade. Partial renovation may or may not be 
approved depending upon whether or not a smooth transition between renovation phases is possible in 
regard to building appearance. 
 
Applicant complies with the following intention of the Design Manual. The applicant intends to maintain 
the façade with quality of construction with the products chosen, complimentary to the structure and 
complimentary colors, business identity with signage along the 7th Avenue façade, and the renovation 
has occurred in stages as allowed in the manual. 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
To to review and provide feedback to an existing Design Review partially approved proposal for the 
property located at 2497 7th Avenue East, within the MU-1, Downtown Mixed-Use District. 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Budgeted Item? N/A 

 
Fund / Department / 
Amount. 

Not Applicable 
 
19 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Budgeted:   $  N/A Actual:   $  N/A 

 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Strategic Plan Item? N/A 

List the Strategic Area. Not Applicable 

Describe the engagement 
opportunities? 

N/A 

 





 
 
 
May 27, 2016 
 
 
George Sinn 
2497 7th Avenue East 
North St. Paul, MN 55109 
 
 
RE: Design Review – Franklyn Center 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sinn, 
 
At its May 26, 2016 meeting, the North Saint Paul Design Review Commission made a 
recommendation for the partial continuation of work on the Franklyn Center as listed 
below. Please see the attached Meeting Minutes. 
 
Motion: 
Motion by Commissioner Stevens with a second by Commissioner Fairbanks to approve 
the renovation to the entrance areas with the Japanese Nichiha product and then return to 
the Design Review Commission after analysis and design of the front façade facing 7th 
Avenue has been completed. 
 
Next Steps (as stated in the attached minutes): 

(1) Move forward with the entrance areas only on the Franklyn Center, obtain a 
building permit to do so. 

(2) Speak with a representative from the Nichiha Company to help with design ideas 
for the 7th Avenue East façade. 

(3) There is not enough brick to complete the façade, this should not be part of the 
design. 

(4) Return to the Design Review Commission at the next meeting for further review 
of the 7th Avenue East façade. (Next meeting date: July 28, 2016, please have 
architectural drawings of the elevation and other submittals listed below to Corrin 
Wendell, City Planner by July 18th) 

(5) For the 7th Avenue East façade design, submittals include:   



 
a. Façade Materials 
b. Percentages of Materials Used on Façade 
c. Colors 
d. Projected Completion Date 

 
If you should need any further assistance in the future, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (651)747-2595. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Corrin Wendell, AICP 
City Planner 
Corrin.Wendell@northstpaul.org 
 























CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-108 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FRANKLYN CENTER FAÇADE PLAN 
AS RECOMMENDED BY THE DESIGN AND HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION 

 
 

WHEREAS, Franklyn Center, located at 2497 7th Avenue, is proposing to remove the mansard 
roof and reside the west side of the building with a cement board product; and 
 
WHEREAS, the DHRC heard this request at their Thursday, October 25, 2012 meeting, and 
asked the applicant to submit more complete plans for the other three sides of the building; and 
 
WHEREAS, in addition the DHRC requested a letter from the business owner stating that the 
same product and design will be installed on the other sides of the building; and 
 
WHEREAS, the DHRC held a special meeting on Monday, November 5, 2012 to review the 
additional plans; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Design and Historical Review Commission recommends City Council approval 
for the west side building plans at this time, and further plans for the remaining three sides will 
be presented at a later date; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of North St. Paul, it 
hereby approves the Franklyn Center Façade updates for the west side of the building as 
recommended by the Design and Historical Review Commission. 
 
ADOPTED this 9th day of November, 2012.  
 
Motion by Council Member Petersen   
Second by Council Member Bruton 
 
Voting: Aye:      Council Member Furlong 

  Council Member Petersen 
     Council Member Walczak 
     Council Member Bruton 
     Mayor Kuehn 
 Nay:         None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent:    None            

 
            _____________________________ 

            Michael R. Kuehn, Mayor 
 
Attest:  _____________________________ 
    Walter T. Wysopal, City Manager        



Car Show June 24, 2016
 Design Elements in the Downtown

Parking 17
Landscaping 23
Public Spaces 17
Building Materials 7
Building Height 2
Outdoor Seating 29
Lighting 13
Building Details 12
Rear Entrances 5
Building Facades 26

Total 151
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