
MEETING AGENDA 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 

November 27, 2017 

6:00 PM 

North St. Paul City Hall – Castle Room 
2400 Margaret Street 

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL
Simba Blood
Felicia Tolbert-Ireland
Glen Olson, Vice Chair
Sue Springborn, Chair

III. ADOPT AGENDA

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Approval of the October 16, 2017 regular meeting minutes.

V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the Commission concerning issues that 
are not on the agenda. This discussion will be limited to 15 minutes.

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS

VII. PRESENTATION

VIII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS
A. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Comp Plan Discussion: Sustainability Chapter
B. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Trash and Recycling Contract
C. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Pumpkin Drop
D. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: 2018 Goals and 2017 Accomplishments
E. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Score Grant – Tote Bags
F. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Tree adoption specifications 

IX. REPORTS FROM STAFF
A. Review/Discussion: Next Meeting will be held on December 11, 2017

X. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS

XI. ADJOURNMENT
Next Meeting: December 11, 2017 @ 6:00pm City Hall - Sandberg Room



 
MEETING MINUTES  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMISSION 
 

October 16, 2017 
 

5:00 PM  
 
North St. Paul – City Hall/Sandberg Room  
2400 Margaret Street 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Sue Springborn called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m.  
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

Present:   Sue Springborn, Chair 
Glen Olson, Vice Chair  
Simba Blood  
Jan Walczak, Council Liaison 
Felicia Tolbert-Ireland 

 
Staff:   Debra Gustafson, Strategic Operations Director   

Keith Stachowski, Public Works 
   

 
 
III. ADOPT AGENDA 

On motion by Vice Chair Olson, seconded by Commissioner Blood with all present 
voting aye, motion carried to adopt the agenda as presented.    

 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On motion by Vice Chair Olson, seconded by Commissioner Blood with all present 
voting aye, motion carried to approve the September 25, 2017 meeting minutes as 
presented. 

 
V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the Commission concerning issues that 
are not on the agenda. This discussion will be limited to 15 minutes.    

 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS-  
 

VII. PRESENTATIONS  
 

VIII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
A. Review/Discussion/Possible Action:  Pumpkin Drop. The pumpkin drop is 

scheduled to take place on November 1-5. Liaison Stachowski stated he is planning 
to contact the Farmer regarding delivery of the pumpkins.  

B. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: 2018 Goals and 2017 Accomplishments. 
Liaison Gustafson reviewed the draft PowerPoint with the Commission. The 
Commission asked staff to find another photo for the tree adoption slide. The 
Commission provided the following 2018 goals to be included in the presentation.  



 Research zero waste events and feasibility of offering in North St. Paul .   

  Continue to offer successful events/programs: Tree Adoption, Big Tree 
Registry and Pumpkin drop.   

 Recruit New Member for the EAC, there is currently a vacancy on the 
Commission.  

 Continue to be a resource for the 2018 Street Reconstruction Project.  

 Submit phase two funding request to MNdot for the Community Roadside 
Landscape Partnership Program for Highway 36 Landscaping.  

 Provide feedback on the upcoming Trash and Recycling RFP.  

 Host a booth at WaterFest  

 Research the option of hosting an environmental fair.  

 Collaborate with Ramsey County Cooperative Weed Management to provide 
Public Education regarding invasive species.  

 Offer another Fix-It Clinic at Casey Lake Park in September.   
C. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Score Grant – Tote Bags. The Commission 

requested to see samples at the next meeting. Liaison Gustafson stated she would 
contact graphic traffic and bring samples to the next meeting.    

D. Review/Discussion/Possible Action: Meeting location Change. The EAC was ok 
with moving the meeting from the Sandberg Room to the Castle Room.  

 
IX. REPORTS FROM STAFF 
 
X. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

A. Review/Discussion: Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Update. The 
Commission members were planning to attend the community café immediately following 
the EAC meeting.  
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT 
On motion by Commissioner Blood, seconded by Vice Chair Olson, with all present 
voting aye, motion carried to adjourn the meeting at 5:54 p.m. 
 

 
Next Meeting: The next regularly scheduled meeting November 27, 2017 at 6:00 
p.m.  
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN – RESILIENCY CHAPTER DISCUSSION 

 

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
Discuss focus points, goals, and objectives for the resiliency chapter.  

 

BACKGROUND  
 
The city is developing the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan establishes a 
community vision and identifies important local goals and objectives that serve as a resource 
guide on development. This document is required by the Metropolitan Council. 
 
Erin Perdu and Roxy Franta from WSB are planning to attend the meeting to recieve feedback 
from the EAC on the resiliency chapter.  
 

ATTACHMENTS 

 
North St. Paul Comprehensive Plan – Resiliency Chapter Discussion 
2008-2030 Comprehensive Plan – Environmental Chapter  
 
 
   
 
 



North St. Paul Comprehensive Plan – Resiliency Chapter Discussion 

What is a Comprehensive Plan? The city is developing the 2040 Comprehensive Plan. The 
Comprehensive Plan establishes a community vision and identifies important local goals and objectives 
that serve as a resource guide on development. This document is required by the Metropolitan Council. 

Which chapter is the EAC discussing? Resiliency Chapter. This chapter allows communities to integrate 
resilience into the comprehensive plan which addresses climate change and other elements within the 
environment. This chapter will revise the existing environmental chapter and will include new focus 
points, goals, and objectives that are suggested by the Environmental Advisory Commission. 

Objective: Review the EAC 2017 accomplishments, identify topics of importance that the EAC would like 
to focus on in the Resiliency chapter. Identify broad goals that can be used as a “road map” in the 
upcoming years.  

Requirement: The Metropolitan Council requires that the Comprehensive Plan includes information or a 
policy about Solar Resource Protection related to the development of access to direct sunlight for solar 
energy systems. This includes strategies needed to implement the policy. For more information, visit 
https://metrocouncil.org/Handbook/Plan-Elements/Resilience.aspx  

 

Areas of Interest: Brainstorm broad topics that the EAC would like to focus on in the upcoming 
years and list them below. 

Climate change, forestry, recycling…_______________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Goal Development: Develop goals and strategies that relate to the natural environment, 
renewable resources and energy, healthy community living, development, etc. 

To get you thinking, listed below are some goal ideas: 

• Continue to offer and develop new outreach events which focus on topics of environmental 
awareness. 

• Investigate hosting a community environmental fair. 
• Encourage residents and businesses to plant native, pollinator friendly vegetation. 
• Identify City open spaces and green infrastructure that can be planted with native grasses and 

forbs to support pollinators. 
• Identify, protect, and preserve unique natural amenities through selective acquisition of 

property of creation of permanent easements. 
• Educate residents about the water quality benefits of rain gardens and provide support and 

guidance on installation. 
• Investigate adopting sustainable vegetation management ordinances which allow for native tall 

grass greater than six inches. 

https://metrocouncil.org/Handbook/Plan-Elements/Resilience.aspx


• Protect access to solar resources and maximize renewable energy resources in new 
development while minimizing potential adverse impacts to natural resources.  

• Focus on minimizing the production of waste by maximizing reuse, recycling, and composting. 
• Consider implementing incentives that encourage local businesses to participate in sustainable 

practices. 
• Promote sustainable transportation infrastructure that aligns with the City’s Living Streets Plan. 
• Complete Step 4 of the GreenStep Cities program. 

Goals: After brainstorming, list the resiliency goals and strategies that you would like to discuss with 
the EAC. Make sure to keep these goals broad and achievable. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

B. RECYCLING AND TRASH CONTRACT 

 

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
Discuss updates to the Recycling and Trash Contract  

 

BACKGROUND  
 
Fire Chief, Scott Duddeck is planning to attend the meeting to discuss the recycling and trash 
contract.    
 

ATTACHMENTS 

 
Ramsey County Work Plan – Recycling  
 
 
   
 
 



CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 2018 RECYCLING PERFORMANCE WORK PLAN 

 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 
 

1. Complete all 2018 SCORE requirements, including reporting on time and providing examples of all 
distributed outreach materials. 

 

2. Send all outreach materials to Ramsey County for review prior to distribution. 
 

3. Use hauler data to identify those not recycling and target educational materials. 

 

4. Use Ramsey County materials when and where appropriate to promote increased recycling, 
medicine collection, HHW, Fix-It Clinics and yard waste participation. 

 

5. Work with Ramsey County to educate and move toward organics collection for all residents. 
 

6. Regularly update recycling content on the municipality’s website. 
 

7. Ensure all multi-unit properties are meeting State law requirements to recycle and are receiving 
free Ramsey County resources. 

 

8. Promote BizRecycling resources to businesses. 
 

9. Ensure an efficient and effective bulky waste collection program that prioritizes recycling of bulky 
materials. 

 

10. Promote Ramsey County’s event container lending program and general green event planning  
tips. 

 

11. Increase opportunities for recycling in public spaces at events and in parks. All recycling bins must 
be paired with a trash bin and in good condition. 

 

12. Renegotiate hauling contract for improvements including allowing multi-units to opt-in to 
contract. 

http://www.bizrecycling.com/
https://www.ramseycounty.us/residents/recycling-waste/recycling-trash-collection/recycling-containers-events
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Recycling%20and%20Waste/Residents/tips_for_planning_a_green_event_2015c.pdf
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Recycling%20and%20Waste/Residents/tips_for_planning_a_green_event_2015c.pdf
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Recycling%20and%20Waste/Residents/tips_for_planning_a_green_event_2015c.pdf
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
C. PUMPKIN DROP

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 

11th annual pumpkin drop debrief  

BACKGROUND  

The EAC sponsored pumpkin drop was held November 1st-5th. 

FACTS 

This year was the second highest collection since the pumpkin drop started in the fall of 2007, 
the EAC collected and delivered 9,160 lbs. (4.58 tons) pumpkins this year to a local farmer for 
feed.   

In 2010 we collected 9,892 lbs. (4.95 tons).  
The first year of the program (2007) 1,640 lbs. was collected 
Last year 5,500 lbs. was collected.   

ATTACHMENTS 

None  
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
D. 2018 GOALS AND 2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 

Develop 2018 Goals and review of 2017 Accomplishments 

BACKGROUND  

Annually the EAC presents their goals and accomplishments at a December City Council 
Meeting. Attached is a draft PowerPoint for 2017, with requested revisions from the 10/16/17 
EAC meeting.   

ATTACHMENTS 

Draft PowerPoint presentation for 2017 



EAC 2017 Accomplishments and 
2018 Goals

12/19/2017



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - TREE ADOPTION 

75 trees were adopted to residents during an Arbor Day event, which was 
part of the EAC’s work in making North St. Paul a designated “Tree City 
USA.” 



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - BIG TREE REGISTRY 

The EAC recognized big tree registry winners by placing rotating signs in winners yards. 
Big tree nominees are eligible to have a sign placed in their yard for a month to bring 
attention the program. 



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 
PARTNERSHIP 

Partnered with the Electric Department on the LED Bulb change out 
program for the residents at Franklin Apartments . The program served 
117 households.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - FIX IT CLINIC 

Offered first annual Fix It Clinic in partnership with Ramsey County. Clinic 
took place on September 23, 2017 from 10 am – 1 pm at Casey Lake Park 
Shelter. 31 items were fixed. This program saved 160 pounds from going 
into the landfill.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - HIGHWAY 36 
LANDSCAPING

Submitted an application for the MNDot Landscape Partnership program 
to replant the Highway 36 Planters. MNDot is currently developing a 
design plan for North St. Paul. Planting is expected to take place in 2018.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - 2018 STREET 
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

Provided feedback and recommendations regarding the 2018 Street 
Reconstruction Project.  



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - PUMPKIN DROP 

The EAC hosted the 11th annual Pumpkin Drop. The pumpkin drop event 
allowed many residents to dispose of their pumpkins after Halloween to 
be used for feed by a local farmer instead of burying them in landfills. 
Many residents utilize this program, 9,160 lbs. ( 4.58 tons ) dropped in 
2017.



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - TRASH AND RECYCING 
SURVEY

Provided recommendations and feedback regarding the Trash and 
Recycling Survey. 



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  - EDUCATION 

The EAC arranged for a representative from Ramsey County Cooperative 
Weed Management Area (RCCWMA) to offer a program regarding 
invasive species. 



2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS CONTINUED 
• Continued to support and promote the medicine drop off site at City Hall. 

• Attended the Plant Sale to provide public education regarding environmental issues. 

• Commissioners wrote multiple articles to inform residents about environmental issues.

• Provided Educational Theatre programs regarding recycling in the schools in 
collaboration with Climb theatre.  

• Use feedback from the demonstration projects to guide educational outreach for 
future living streets projects.

• Provided feedback and recommendation regarding the Silver Lake Bio-filtration Pond.

• Participated in discussions regarding the Comprehensive Plan. 



2018 GOALS 
• Research zero waste events and feasibility of offering in North St. Paul .   

• Continue to offer successful events/programs: Tree Adoption, Big Tree Registry and 
Pumpkin drop.  

• Assist with articles for the Annual Environmental Newsletter. 

• Recruit New Member for the EAC, there is currently a vacancy on the Commission. 

• Continue to be a resource for the 2018 Street Reconstruction Project. 

• Submit phase two funding request to MNdot for the Community Roadside Landscape 
Partnership Program for Highway 36 Landscaping. 

• Provide feedback on the upcoming Trash and Recycling RFP. 

• Host a booth at WaterFest

• Research the option of hosting an environmental fair. 

• Collaborate with Ramsey County Cooperative Weed Management to provide Public 
Education regarding invasive species.  



Questions? 
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
E. RECYCLE TOTE BAG

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 

Score Grant – Tote Bags 

BACKGROUND  

Attached is tote bag pricing information from Graphic Traffic. Staff is planning to bring tote 
samples to the meeting.  

ATTACHMENTS 

Tote Bag Pricing Sheet 



Kelly Matuseski
Graffic Traffic

2275 McKnight Road #2
North St Paul, MN 55109

651.770.7898
kelly@graffictraffic.com

Thank you very much for your interest in our products.  I am pleased to provide you with the following promotional products for your consideration.

Small Tote Bag

Item number: 9725

100% non-woven, soft textured polypropylene (80 GSM). Stitched seams, sides and bottom. Tear
resistant and water repellent. Features 18" handles.  13" W x 13" H x 5" D

Colors: Black, Blue, Gray, Green, Hunter Green, Light Blue, Maroon, Orange, Pink, Purple, Red,

White, Yellow

Qty 250 500 1000

Price $2.00 $1.75 $1.50

Price Includes: 1 color;1 location

Additional Charges: Shipping and Handling fees

Large Grocery Tote Bag

Item number: 9713

100% non-woven, soft textured polypropylene (100 GSM). Stitched seams, sides and bottom. Tear
resistant and water repellent. Features 22" reinforced handles, loop for hanging and washable
reinforced plastic bottom insert.  13" W x 15" H x 10" D

Colors: Black, Blue, Green, Navy Blue, Red, Tan

Qty 250 500 1000

Price $2.10 $2.00 $1.75

Price Includes: 1 color;1 location

Additional Charges: Shipping and Handling fees

http://www.viewpresentation.com/cgi-bin/onlpres.exe/PresImage?AcctID=38075&PresID=2224958&TS=20171017145714&F=Item_8884424_0.png
http://www.viewpresentation.com/cgi-bin/onlpres.exe/PresImage?AcctID=38075&PresID=2224958&TS=20171017145714&F=Item_8884425_0.png
http://www.viewpresentation.com/cgi-bin/onlpres.exe/PresImage?AcctID=38075&PresID=2224958&TS=20171017145714&F=Item_8884426_0.png
http://www.viewpresentation.com/cgi-bin/onlpres.exe/PresImage?AcctID=38075&PresID=2224958&TS=20171017145714&F=Item_8884427_0.png


Earth Tote Bag

Item number: 9711

This product is an exclusive. 100% non-woven, soft textured polypropylene (80 GSM). Stitched
seams, sides and bottom. Tear resistant and water repellent. Features 28" handles.  16" W x 12" H
x 6" D

Colors: Blue/Green

Qty 100 250 1000

Price $2.50 $2.10 $1.85

Price Includes: 1 color;1 location

Additional Charges: Shipping and Handling fees

GoodValue® Grocery Tote Bag

Item number: 45624

Reusable, the perfect tote for a quick trip to the market or grocery store. Reinforced bottom panel,
going green and good value.  12 3/4" W x 12 1/4" H x 8 5/8" D

Colors: Black, Chocolate Brown, Green, Hunter Green, Lime Green, Navy Blue, Orange, Plum

Purple, Red, Royal Blue, Tan, White, Yellow, Purple

Qty 100 250 500 1000

Price $2.60 $2.15 $2.00 $1.60

Price Includes: 1 color;1 location

Additional Charges: Shipping and Handling fees
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
F. TREE ADOPTION

ACTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED 

Tree Adoption Program Detail for 2018 

BACKGROUND  

Staff would like feedback from the EAC regarding details for the 2018 Tree Adoption program. 
Listed below is a draft program description.  

Celebrate Arbor Day-Plant A Tree 
Saturday, April 21 from 9:00 - 11:00 am  
Pick up your adopted Tree at Rotary Park 

The Environmental Advisory Commission will be adopting a limited number of complimentary 
trees to North St. Paul residents in celebration of Arbor Day. The trees are 4 to 6 feet tall, in five-
gallon pots. Planting instructions will be included with the tree. There is a limited amount of 
trees. To adopt a tree (one per house-hold), pre-registration is required. Trees must be planted 
in the City of North St. Paul. Register online at northstpaul.org or call (651) 747-2409, starting 
Monday, March 19, 2018. 

ATTACHMENTS 
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