
Arts & Culture Commission 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

August 7, 2024 

6:30 PM 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Vice-Chair Nadeau called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

II. ROLL CALL 

COMMISSION 

Tom Sonnek, Chair – Present  
Carey Nadeau, Vice-Chair - Present  
See Yang, Commissioner - Present  
Amanda Black, Commissioner - Absence Excused 
Sharon Clark-Williams, Commissioner - Present  
Laura Strang, Commissioner - Absence Excused 
Raquel Soto, Student Commissioner - Present  

STAFF/LIAISONS 
Lisa Wong, City Council Liaison - Present 
Mai Xiong, Staff Liaison – Present 

III. ADOPT AGENDA 

Chair Sonnek called for a motion to adopt the August 7, 2024, meeting agenda. 
M/Nadeau, S/ Clark-Williams 
Motion carried 4-0.  

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A. Approval of July 10, 2024, Meeting Minutes

Vice-Chair Nadeau called for a motion to approve the July 10, 2024, meeting minutes. 

M/Nadeau, S/ Clark-Williams 
Motion carried 5-0.  

V. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

There were no public comments. 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

There were no public hearings. 
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VII. COMMISSION BUSINESS, ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Updates from Sub-Committees 

Project Snowy 

The Commission noted that two Snowy statues were missing noses: one at Berwald and 

the other at City Hall. Staff Liaison Xiong was directed to explore the option of repairing 

the statue donated to the city. 

Utility Boxes 

The utility box by North High School has been wrapped. The Commission discussed 

coordinating a reveal event after the school year begins to maximize visibility. 

Meanwhile, the Heart Hands utility box is progressing, with plans to wrap the design at 

Casey Lake Park once it is finalized. 

Mural Project 

The sub-committee reported that the proposed location for a mural from the July 10 

meeting is no longer available and that a new location will need to be considered. 

Art Cart 

Staff Liaison Xiong reported a lack of volunteer interest from the local community and 

requested the Commission's assistance with Art Cart coverage. In response, Chair 

Sonnek volunteered to coordinate the upcoming Art Cart activity at the August 15 Music 

in the Park event. 

Paint Night 

Vice-Chair Nadeau shared that Swetha’s paint night event was sold out and mentioned 

an upcoming paint night by Jeremy scheduled for August 29. Staff Liaison Xiong noted 

that she is currently working with Swetha, to schedule another class session as directed 

by the Commission on July 10. 

Staff Liaison Xiong noted she is currently with Swetha, one of the paint night instructors 

on scheduling another class session, as per the Commission’s direction from the July 10 

meeting. 

Autumn Arts Festival 

Chair Sonnek announced that his wife, Chris Sonnek, will volunteer as the performer 

coordinator. Staff Liaison Xiong was unaware of Ms. Sonnek’s interest in assisting, so 

Communications and Community Outreach Coordinator Ava Griemert has volunteered to 

serve as emcee. The Commission agreed that it would be acceptable for both Ms. 

Sonnek and Ms. Griemert to take on these roles for the event. Commissioner Black will 

be unavailable to attend but will assist with map creation. 

Vice-Chair Nadeau mentioned that the Community Craft project will take place inside the 

Casey Lake Pavilion and suggested that it be coordinated by one of the Arts and Culture 
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Commissioners. In response, Commissioners Clark-Williams and Yang agreed to check 

their schedules and commit to assisting with the event. 

B.  Preliminary Events / Projects / Budget Ideas and Proposals for 2025 

Staff Liaison Xiong noted that she compiled a list of events and project ideas from the July 10 

meeting and requested the Commission's help in narrowing down the list by selecting their top 

choices in each category. 

Chair Sonnek shared his selected list and suggested the Commission streamline ideas by 

grouping similar ones together, which would simplify budgeting decisions. Additionally, the 

Commission reviewed past expenditures and current spending to ensure their new budget 

would be realistic, effective, and impactful for the Arts and the Community. 

VIII. OLD BUSINESS 

There were no old business reports made. 

IX. REPORTS FROM STAFF 

A. Events Planner Calendar 

Staff Liaison Xiong expressed her appreciation for Chair Sonnek and Student 

Commissioner Soto, who have signed up to assist with the upcoming Music in the Park 

event scheduled for August 15. 

Ms. Xiong shared that she followed up with a couple of potential volunteers but have not 

had any luck.  

B.  2024 Budget Updates 

Staff Liaison Xiong agreed with Chair Sonnek that the 2024 Budget has already been 

discussed and does not require further review at this time. 

C. Snowy Trading Cards 

The Commission directed Staff Liaison Xiong to proceed with ordering the Snowy trading 

cards. These cards are intended to engage children at community events, such as 

parades and festivals, encouraging them to collect all eight designs, with the possibility 

of a ninth holographic card for added appeal. 

X. REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Chair Sonnek thanked the Commission for their dedication and great work; in addition to 

wishing Commissioner Strang a happy birthday.  
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XI. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL LIAISON

Council Liaison Wong mentioned the following events and activities happening in North St. Paul: 

1. McKnight Project Construction
2. Pickleball Court Open House at Hause Park on August 14, 2024, at 4:00 PM
3. Student-Built Open House on August 15, 2024
4. Old National Bank Grand Opening on September 10, 2024, at 11:00 AM
5. Shredding Event at Casey Lake on August 8, 2024, from 2:30 PM to 5:30 PM
6. Candidate filing for two council seats, ending on August 13, 2024
7. Inflow and Infiltration Grant available for residents
8. Metropolitan Council Grant for Water Conservation Rebates
9. Grand opening of Sweet Nothing, a new local bakery located at 2566 7th Ave E, North

St. Paul, MN 55109
10. Preparation for an RFP feasibility study for the North St. Paul Community Center
11. RFP for a development project across from City Hall
12. Fire Department budget reviewed, with a minor title change
13. Review of utility funds and sewer rates, with a proposed increase in sewer rates

XII. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Sonnek asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM. 

M/Yang, S/Clark-Williams. 

Motion carried 4-0. 

The next regularly scheduled Arts and Culture Commission Meeting is Wednesday, 

September 4, 2024, at 6:30 PM. 

Members, please notify any planned absences to: Mai Xiong 

Arts & Culture Staff Liaison 

651-747-2442

Mai.xiong@northstpaul.org
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