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North St. Paul City Council Meeting Agenda 

July 21, 2020 
 

 

CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 

CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

JULY 21, 2020 

6:30 PM 

 

The City Council will be meeting by interactive TV under Minn. Stat. 13D.02. Members of the public are 

permitted to attend the meeting in person, however members of the public are strongly encouraged to 

participate in the meeting remotely. Instructions can be found below. 

 

The City Council Meeting will be conducted on Tuesday, July 21, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. The meeting location 

is the City Council Chambers of City Hall, located at 2400 Margaret St., North St. Paul.  All City Council 

members participating in the meeting will be in attendance in the City Council Chambers. Minn. Stat. 

13D.02 subd. 4. 

  

The July 21st Zoom meeting can be accessed HERE or via: 

https://wsbeng.zoom.us/ (from a PC, Mac, tablet, iPhone or Android device) 

Meeting ID:  992 0651 9334 

Password: 648191 

or by phone at 1-929-205-6099, meeting ID 992 0651 9334, password 648191.  
 

The City Council Zoom meeting will be ‘open to the public’ to listen in, but will be muted from 

contributing at all times with the exception of a Public Hearing and open to the public forum. 

 

Please join the meeting early to test your audio and video settings.  If you join via a device and your 

audio is not working, you may need to use the dial-in phone number option in order to be heard.  If 

you have technical difficulties during the meeting please call or text (612) 352-8452. 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Council Member Thorsen 

Council Member Petersen 

Council Member Walczak 

Council Member Sonnek 

Mayor Furlong 

 

IV. ADOPT AGENDA 

 

V. PRESENTATIONS 

 

Community Service Award – Youth Division 
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VI. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. June 30, 2020 City Council meeting minutes 

B. July 7, 2020 workshop meeting minutes 

C. July 7, 2020 regular meeting minutes 

D. July 7, 2020 HRA meeting minutes 

E. General accounts payable: $2,280,469.33 

F. Special Event Permit for the American Legion Club 39 Car Shows 

G. Declare surplus property (2007 Chevy Trailblazer) 

 

VII. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

Note: This is a courtesy extended to persons wishing to address the council who are not on the 

agenda. A completed public comment form should be presented to the Deputy Clerk prior to the 

meeting; presentations will be limited to 3 minutes. This session will be limited to 15 minutes. 

 

VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS  
 

IX. CITY BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A. Contract for private development with Kwik Trip, Inc. 

 

X. REPORTS OF CITY MANAGER & DEPARTMENTS 

 

XI. REPORTS OF COUNCIL, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 

 

XII. GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

XIII. CLOSED SESSION 

 

A. Pursuant to Section §13D.06, Subd. 3(a), the meeting shall be closed to evaluate the 

performance of the City Manager. 

 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

 

 

 

The next regularly scheduled City Council meeting is Tuesday, August 4, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. 
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Agenda Information Memorandum 

North St. Paul City Council 

July 21, 2020 

 

 

FROM THE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION 

 

FACTS 

 

 The City of North St. Paul Community Services Award program was developed in 2016 by a 

committee of staff and community members. 

 This evening the City will honor outstanding achievement in the Community Services Award -

Youth Division.  

 This year’s Community Service Award Youth Winner is: Samantha Bonn  

 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Community Service Award Program  
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To all the award recipients, 

thank you for your service! 

Congratulations from  

The City of  North St. Paul! 

Original Veterans Park Committee Team 

Front Row: Daniel Fisher - Co-Chair, Don Schroeder,  
Dave Andren - Construction Director,  

Back Row: Terry Furlong - Liaison to the City of North St. Paul 
Carl Hurtgen - Co-Chair, John Baker - Legal Advocate,  
Joseph Walter Zakrzewski - Secretary, Brian Buesgens - ISD 622 

JROTC Staff, Paul Anderson - Historian, Thomas Trost - Treasurer, 
Not pictured, Steve Knutson - Designer, David Wilkinson JTOTC,   

Bill Crowther and Ellsworth Erickson 

2020 

City of  North St. Paul  

Community Service Awards 

City Council Recognition 
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Award Recipients 

Legacy Award - Dan Fisher 

As co-chair of the Veteran's Park Committee, Dan 
Fisher had the primary responsibility of the  
design, planning and development of the park  
project.  Despite the fact that he resides in Oakdale 
(1/2 block east of North St Paul), Dan worked  
tirelessly to build a unique memorial for the local 
veterans and military services.  

Even though this was a team effort, with contribu-
tions from many local citizens, it may not have  
succeeded without the strong leadership of Dan 

Fisher. The City of North St. Paul is thankful for Dan's contributions
and dedication to a park project that many generations will enjoy.
-Nominated by Paul Anderson

Community Service Award (Youth) - Samantha Bonn 
Samantha Bonn served as an intern for the City. 
Her internship involved working on a design for a 
proposed teen center, visiting construction sites 
and photographing City development projects.

 Samantha is ranked 1st in her class of nearly 400 
students and is an amazing young woman who 
possesses all the skills needed for success. 
Samantha is an active member of the award 

w                               winning STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) Fusion Group at North High School. 

Samantha is interested in pursuing a civil engineering career and was 
able to gain experience in the field before graduating from high 
school. We wish Samantha the best of success as she enters college.
- Nominated by Beth Stanley, North High Teacher

Community Service Award (Adult) Veteran’s Park Committee Team 
The Veteran’s Park Committee,
under the leadership of Dan 
Fisher and Carl Hurtgen, 
worked hard to provide this 
striking and meaningful addi-
tion to North St. Paul. The 
committee spent many hours 
planning the placement of 
each paver and making sure
pavers for family members 
were placed in adjoining   
locations. In addition, the ceremonies held at Veterans Park would not
have happened without the passion and dedication from the committee.  
These events helped family members and attendees honor their loved 
ones and remember the service they themselves have given to this 
country.  - Nominated by Linda Zick

Good Neighbor Award - Rachel Thompson  
Since moving to North St. Paul in October of 2019, 
Rachel Thompson wanted to get a Little Free Library 
for outside her home. When the COVID-19 pandemic 
first arrived, priorities changed and Rachel setup a 
Little Free Food Shelf instead, containing non-
perishable food, books and puzzles.  The 
neighborhood food shelf provided critical supplies
and was widely used by the community. 

On Easter weekend, Rachel organized a parade on her
street that featured several bunnies (adult actors) and candy for those in 
attendance. She also made masks and distributed them free of charge. A 
newcomer to the community, Rachel did not waste anytime getting 
involved in her neighborhood.  She is very worthy of the Good Neighbor 
Award! - Nominated by Candy Petersen Page 5 of 109
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City of North Saint Paul 
 

June 30, 2020 
 

City Council Additional Meeting Minutes 

 

 
The June 30, 2020 meeting was held via Zoom and complied with all requirements of Minnesota 

State Statute 13D.021. 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Furlong called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

II.  ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Council Member Candy Petersen 

Council Member Jan Walczak  

Council Member Tom Sonnek 

Mayor Terry Furlong 

 

Absent: Council Member Scott Thorsen 

 

Staff: City Manager Scott Duddeck, Deputy Clerk Mary Mills, Electric Director Brian 

Frandle, Public Works Director Nick Fleischhacker, Public Works Superintendent 

Ron Ritchie, Finance Director Jason Zimmerman, Communications Consultant 

Kari Erpenbach. 

 

Guests: Mike Mattson and Zachary Bookman from OpenGov  

 

III. TOPIC(S) 

 

A. Approval of contract with OpenGov to provide Budget, Finance, Reporting and Permitting, 

License and Code Enforcement Software.  

 

At the June 2, 2020 City Council Workshop session Finance Director Zimmerman reviewed in 

detail the proposal with OpenGov. (See that meeting packet for reports and contract). During this 

meeting several representatives from OpenGov were present to answer questions and get into 

more in-depth details about the product and the service they will provide. 

 

On motion by Council Member Sonnek, seconded by Council Member Walczak, with all 

present voting aye, Council Member Thorsen absent (4-0), authorization was granted for the 

City to enter into a contract with OpenGov to provide Budget, Finance, Reporting and 

Permitting, License and Code Enforcement Software. 

 

IV. OTHER ITEMS 

 

City Manager Duddeck gave some brief development/construction updates.  
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Kari Erpenbach stated that she had been contacted by a producer at WCCO TV to do a piece 

called Saving Main Street, on local governments and support for their local businesses. Kelly 

Jonas from Roddy’s Bar and Grill, Suzanna Gorodisher from Luv Ice Cream Café and Mo Chang 

from Mo’s Tropical Market will be highlighted. 

 

Council Member Sonnek reminded department heads to submit their 360 evaluations for the City 

Manager review. 

 

City Manager Duddeck wished Laurie Koehnle well in her retirement. She will be recognized at 

the next City Council meeting.  

 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, on motion by Council Member Walczak, seconded by 

Council Member Sonnek, with all present voting aye, Council Member Thorsen absent (4-0), 

Mayor Furlong adjourned the workshop meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

      _________________________ 

      Terrence J. Furlong, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

_______________________________ 

Scott A. Duddeck, City Manager/Clerk 
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City of North Saint Paul 
 

July 7, 2020 
 

Proposed City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Furlong called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 

 

II.  ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Council Member Scott Thorsen 

Council Member Candy Petersen 

Council Member Tom Sonnek 

Council Member Jan Walczak 

Mayor Terry Furlong 

 

Staff: City Manager Scott Duddeck, Deputy Clerk Mary Mills, City Attorney Soren 

Mattick, Finance Director Jason Zimmerman.  

 

III. TOPIC(S) 

 

A. Contract with MMKR for auditing services. 

 

Finance Director Jason Zimmerman stated that the City is required to undergo an audit of its 

year-end financial reporting and supporting accounting records by independent auditors.  

 

An independent audit plays an important and reassuring role in testing and evaluating the City’s 

system of internal controls and overall financial management for signs of strengths and 

weaknesses and reporting the results.  
 

The auditors assist in the preparation of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR), 

The Auditor’s Management Report and the Special Purpose Audit Report.  

 

General best practice suggests re-soliciting auditing services every 3-5 years. In addition to 

resoliciting for services, it is also an industry best practice to periodically change the 

composition of the audit team, allowing for continued independence and a fresh audit 

perspective. Although MMKR has been the City’s auditors for past 21 years, there have been 

significant changes to the composition of MMKR’s audit team on multiple occasions during this 

time period. 

 

Through staffing changes and adjustments to the finance department MMKR has consistently 

performed this work to the satisfaction of the City and in a timely fashion.  

 

The proposal provided by MMKR is for a three year period with a zero percent increase for the 

duration of the agreement. The proposed rates per year: 2020/$39,275; 2021/$39,275; 

2022/$39,275. 

 

The fees do not include audit services related to the requirements of a single audit or the 

implementation of additional governmental accounting standards. These services would only be 

performed if set forth in an addendum to this agreement.  
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Approval of the three year agreement will be requested at the City Council meeting this same 

date.  

 

B. Updated Purchasing Policy. 

 

Finance Director Jason Zimmerman stated that as part of the normal independent audit, a 

recommendation was made to review and update the current purchasing policy. 
 

Significant changes to Minnesota State Statue 471.345 – Uniform Contracting Law are addressed 

in the updated policy.  

 In 2018 State Statue was changed to address the impact of inflation since 2008, the last 

time the limits were increased. Previously the threshold for sealed bids to be prepared, 

advertised, and received for purchases over $100,000; the new requirement is $175,000. 
 

The updated policy also incorporates levels of preapproval that are required for various 

purchasing thresholds.  

 

Staff has revised the policy to also include the use of City issued credit cards (also referred to as 

purchasing card or P-Card). 
 

Language has also been added to emphasize: 

 Use of local vendors 

 Ethics and relationships with vendors 

 Emergency purchases 

 Guidelines for employee related expenditures 

 

Pending Council suggestions, staff will request approval at the second City Council meeting in 

July.  

 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

City Manager Duddeck noted the areas of town that had significant flooding following the heavy 

rains over the last several days. There was discussion as to the status of current draining and 

ponds, and future solutions, if any. City Engineer Morgan Dawley will be present at the council 

meeting to discuss this and answer questions. There was a flood study done recently and the 

results will be reviewed. The area of most concern is at the low end of 2nd Avenue. The 

affordable and quickest solution is to create space for holding and draining water. There was a 

suggestion from Council Member Thorsen that the city purchase the affected home at market rate 

and turn the property into a holding pond.  

 

City Manager Duddeck noted that the businesses on 7th Avenue are being prepared and notified 

of the upcoming road construction on 7th Avenue and Margaret. There could potentially be a full 

road closure into October. Seppala Boulevard will become a two-way again for through traffic. 

The mailboxes still need to be relocated.  

 

Council Member Thorsen commented on the subject of televising all city and commission 

meetings. They are public meetings and should be available on the website for residents to view. 

The council chambers and the Sandberg meeting room are both equipped for this function. 
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Proposed City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

July 7, 2020 

Council consensus was to pursue this option. City Manager Duddeck was in agreement and will 

begin looking into that possibility. 

 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, on motion by Council Member Walczak, seconded by 

Council Member Sonnek, with all present voting aye (5-0), Mayor Furlong adjourned the 

workshop meeting at 6:26 p.m. 

 

 

      _________________________ 

      Terrence J. Furlong, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Scott A. Duddeck, City Manager/Clerk 

Page 10 of 109



 

City of North Saint Paul   Page 1 of 9 

Proposed Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

July 7, 2020  

City of North Saint Paul 

July 7, 2020 

Proposed Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 

 

North St. Paul City Hall – Council Chambers 

2400 Margaret Street 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Furlong called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 

  

II.  THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

III.  ROLL CALL 

Present: Council Member Thorsen 

Council Member Petersen 

Council Member Walczak  

Council Member Sonnek  

Mayor Furlong  

 

Staff: City Manager Scott Duddeck, City Engineer Morgan Dawley, City Planner Erin 

Perdu, City Attorney Soren Mattick, Deputy Clerk Mary Mills. 

 

IV.  ADOPT AGENDA 

 

On motion by Council Member Walczak, seconded by Council Member Petersen, with all 

present voting aye (5-0), motion carried to approve the agenda as submitted. 

 

V.  PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Laurie Koehnle Retirement 

 

Mayor Furlong presented a Plaque of Recognition to Laurie Koehnle for 18 years of service to 

the City of North St. Paul.  He invited Ms. Koehnle to address the City Council. 

 

Ms. Koehnle stated she still intends stay involved with the Veterans Park Committee, pursue 

other local volunteer opportunities, and spend more time with her family.  She introduced her 

husband Ron; daughter Karen and her daughters Tilly and Tatum; daughter Christa, her husband 

Joe and their children Amelia and Evan; daughter Kelly, her husband Eric and their children 

Andrew and Stella.   

 

Ms. Koehnle expressed her appreciation to Mayor Furlong and the City Council as well as City 

Manager Scott Duddeck and City Staff for giving her the opportunity to work for the great City 

of North St. Paul.  She thanked her supervisor, Debra Gustafson, and her great team. 

 

Ms. Koehnle thanked her husband Ron for sharing in all the duties at home, which allowed them 

both to have a career.   
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VI.  APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

City Manager Duddeck stated the Consent Agenda that the City Council just approved includes 

an application for charitable gambling for Tartan Area Youth Hockey.  He noted a representative 

was present at the meeting and invited him to address the City Council. 

 

John Maslowski, Gambling Manager for Tartan Area Youth Hockey, stated he and his family 

have been long-time residents of North St. Paul, although he currently lives in Maplewood and 

his family supports Tartan High School Hockey.  He added the Association intends to do 

charitable gambling at Neumann’s Bar & Grill.  He noted he has been volunteering at local food 

shelves since April 1, along with other Sheriff’s Department retirees, partnering with distributors 

to ensure that the food shelves are stocked. 

 

On motion by Council Member Sonnek, seconded by Council Member Walczak, with all 

present voting aye (5-0), motion carried to approve the consent agenda, Resolution No. 2020-

076 consisting of: 

 

A. June 16, 2020 workshop meeting minutes. 

B. June 16, 2020 regular meeting minutes. 

C. General accounts payable: $1,848,944.47. 

D. HRA accounts payable: $10,584.72 

E. Application for a Premises Permit to conduct Lawful Gambling at Neumann’s Bar & 

Grill submitted by the Tartan Area Youth Hockey Association (TAYHA). Resolution 

No. 2020-077. 

F. Contract with Malloy, Montague, Karnowski, Radosevich & Co. P.A. (MMKR) for 

auditing services. Resolution No. 2020-078. 

 

VII.  MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC  

 

Shawn Rivet thanked City Staff for doing clean-up at his neighbor’s house which was 

abandoned.  He added there is another sink hole in his street, and there must be a water main 

break.  He noted water sits in front of his house constantly. 

 

Mr. Rivet stated his truck was under water on Sunday, and a neighbor cleaned out the drain but 

there was not much debris there.  He added there should be a drain in front of his house, and he 

has been asking for help for nine years.  He noted he loves North St. Paul and does not want to 

leave, but he may have to sell his house. 

 

Mr. Rivet stated work was done on a nearby property, and they tore up everything in his 

backyard, including his fire pit which they assured him they would not dig up.  He added 

exposed wires were left in the yard. 

 

Mayor Furlong stated the City Council discussed this issue at its Work Session that evening.  Mr. 

Rivet stated the City has been discussing this issue for nine years. 

 

Council Member Thorsen stated, as he mentioned in the Work Session, the only solution would 

be to do a massive overhaul of the sewer system near Mr. Rivet’s house, and that is not 

financially feasible.  He added his solution is to purchase Mr. Rivet’s home and turn his property 
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into a drainage and holding pond.  He added the City did this on the property on 2nd and 

Margaret.  He noted 100-year flood events are happening once or twice a year. 

 

Council Member Thorsen encouraged Mr. Rivet to communicate with the City Manager to come 

up with a plan for exiting the home.  He added he feels sorry for Mr. Rivet’s situation and wants 

to come up with a plan to negotiate a fair market value for Mr. Rivet’s home.  He noted he hopes 

Mr. Rivet would be able to find another home in North St. Paul. 

 

Council Member Thorsen stated he would support having Mr. Rivet work with City Staff to 

make a recommendation to the City Council to move forward with the purchase of Mr. Rivet’s 

property. 

 

City Engineer Morgan Dawley stated the area of Mr. Rivet’s home was included in a flood study 

and identified as an opportunity for a surge basin.  He added this would remove excess water that 

is over and above the capacity of the existing stormwater sewer system.  He noted Mr. Rivet’s 

property is on the dividing line between two systems, and water from his property flows to the 

Helen Street trunk surge basin. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated the intensity of the recent rain event was over and above the capacity of storm 

sewer systems designed for North St. Paul when the City was developed post-World War II.  He 

added these types of burst storms result in localized flooding as storm sewers are not designed to 

accommodate the amount of water.  He noted there is not a clear area with enough space for the 

City to add a surge basin that would sufficiently relieve pressure on the Helen Street trunk. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated a surge basin is under construction that will provide relief, but it is not 

adjacent to the Helen Street trunk.  He added there are opportunities for catch basins in rear yards 

in the Helen Street trunk area.  He noted a potential stormwater mitigation area near Mr. Rivet’s 

property may be a good opportunity. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated the stormwater capital improvements plan is economically challenging, and 

improvements will need to be done incrementally over the next 20 years.  He added, however, 

these improvements will not solve all the stormwater problems all the time.  He noted the City’s 

flood Ordinance sets requirements for new home construction and reconstruction thresholds and 

elevations that were not in place years ago, which has resulted in at-risk properties, even when 

pipes are overtaxed. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated infrastructure and design standards are more stringent and have been adjusted 

for different precipitation models.  He added City Staff looks for opportunities to maximum 

flood protection when new homes are constructed, and existing homes are reconstructed.  He 

noted it would be his recommendation that some type of basin should be created for this system, 

on land that is sufficient to retain and control stormwater. 

 

Council Member Thorsen stated, in theory, there is no guarantee that increasing the capacity of 

existing pipes would solve this problem.  He asked what it would cost to increase pipe capacity. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated estimates for the flood improvement capital plan were $20-40 million, which 

is not an achievable figure for what was intended to be a 20-year plan.  He added the flood 

improvement capital plan was only intended to address stormwater issues in 2/3 of North St. 

Paul. 
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Council Member Thorsen asked whether there are other areas in North St. Paul that experience 

the extreme flooding that Mr. Rivet has encountered for the past 10 years.  Mr. Dawley stated 

some areas have recently improved systems, and some areas have more slope and elevation 

changes.  He added Mr. Rivet’s home is in a very flat part of town, with not much gravity to 

push water through a pipe in another direction.   

 

Council Member Thorsen stated two new homes that were built near Mr. Rivet’s home do not 

have basements.  He asked whether a stormwater mitigation review process was completed when 

the homes were built. 

 

Mr. Dawley stated the two homes that were built in this area were thoroughly reviewed for 

groundwater elevations and emergency overflow, which are required under the City’s flood 

protection Ordinance.  He added the homes were adjusted, and their elevations were raised. 

 

Council Member Thorsen stated he does not feel there should be a house at that location.  He 

added drain tile could be added to alleviate water getting into the house, but that would cost more 

than half the value of the home itself.    He noted the most cost-effective solution would be for 

the City to purchase the home so it can be demolished.  He expressed his belief that this would 

not be a precedent, as this is an extreme case that creates an undue hardship. 

 

John Schmahl stated one of his neighbors recently asked him how to find out whether another 

neighbor is encroaching on his property by building a driveway.  He added he called the City to 

get a copy of the building permit, which did not have any information on it regarding his 

neighbor’s property lines.  He noted he brought this to City Staff’s attention and was told that 

there is additional information that he does not have. 

 

Mr. Schmahl stated building permits and related documents are public record.  He added 

residents should know where their property lines are and talk to their neighbors before doing 

construction near property lines. 

 

VIII.  PUBLIC HEARINGS   
 

There were no scheduled hearings. 

 

IX.  CITY BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A. Conditional Use Permit request to relocate an Adult Day Care in the existing building at 

2544, 2546, and 2548 7th Avenue E. 

 

City Planner Erin Perdu reviewed a request for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for an adult day 

care operation in an existing building at the corner of Margaret Street and 7th Avenue E.  She 

added the building is for sale, and no changes to the exterior of the building are proposed except 

signage.  She noted the applicant has indicated they would like to open a restaurant in the 

Victoria Room and keep the outdoor seating area. 

 

Ms. Perdu stated the combination of restaurant use and adult day care would help create more 

foot traffic in the downtown area and promote a pedestrian-friendly environment, which is a 

recommendation for the downtown district in the Comprehensive Plan.  She added the proposed 
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use is compatible with current and future land use and the restaurant use would not require a 

CUP.  She noted the use that is being requested is the adult day care. 

 

Ms. Perdu stated City Staff and the Planning Commission recommend approval of the CUP with 

no additional conditions.  She added the applicant has joined the meeting and is available for 

questions. 

 

Mayor Furlong asked whether the restaurant use can be added to the CUP.  Ms. Perdu stated a 

CUP would not be required for the restaurant portion of the building because it is a permitted use 

in that district. 

 

Mayor Furlong asked whether it is a requirement for that building to be used as a restaurant.  Ms. 

Perdu stated that is not a requirement.  She reiterated that the CUP is for the proposed adult day 

care use only. 

 

Council Member Sonnek stated the plan as presented to the Planning Commission was that there 

is a possibility that the applicant may use the end unit for a restaurant in the future.  He added the 

Planning Commission expressed concern that an adult day care center use would not be 

compatible with the Comprehensive Plan as it would not generate much pedestrian traffic in the 

downtown area.  He noted that a restaurant, however, would bring foot traffic but it is not 

specifically a part of the CUP request. 

 

Council Member Sonnek stated applicant joined the Planning Commission meeting and 

discussed their intention regarding the restaurant. 

 

Council Member Sonnek stated the Victorian Room would be a great location for a proposed 

restaurant as there will be a 3-story apartment building across the street.  He added the market 

will drive what sorts of businesses can be sustained in that area.  He noted a restaurant would be 

the most appropriate and valuable use of the space. 

 

True, the applicant, stated the restaurant is in the works.  She added she has met with the rest of 

the team and that is something they would like to do.  She noted their plans include both the 

proposed adult day care and a restaurant, but the current request is for an adult day care. 

 

Mayor Furlong asked whether the restaurant would serve the adult day care as well as being open 

to the public.  True stated the two uses would be separate.  Mayor Furlong asked what type of 

restaurant it would be.  True stated it would be a mixture of American and Asian food.  She 

added they are interested in pursuing a liquor license for the restaurant. 

 

Mayor Furlong stated it has been the City’s intent for many years to have a restaurant in the 

downtown area.  He added the Victorian Room is a key space that would work very well as a 

restaurant. 

 

True stated it is their intent to have the adult day care clients out in the neighborhood as much as 

possible.  She added they plan to host community events at the center, and invite the community 

to interact with the elders. 
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Mayor Furlong asked whether the applicant has other adult day care centers.  True stated they do 

not have any day care centers, but they have a business plan for the day care center and currently 

run two in-home senior care agencies. 

 

Council Member Thorsen stated he is excited that the adult day care center will be joining the 

community.  He added he supports the future use of the Victorian Room as a restaurant.  He 

noted the current owner has been trying to sell these buildings for quite a while so he can 

continue his catering business elsewhere.   

 

Council Member Walczak stated she is fascinated with the proposal to have community events 

that will bring the public and adult care clients together to interact with each other.  She added 

this will bring pedestrian traffic to the downtown area.  She asked whether True has examples of 

what types of events would be planned. 

 

True stated they have done some research and looked at examples from other agencies, and they 

hope to host events like New Year’s celebrations and community open houses. 

 

The other applicant stated this is a great opportunity for community-building, and for students to 

come and meet the elders and hear their stories.  She added they could come to visit and meet the 

elders, volunteer and become pen pals.  She noted students can learn about what the older 

generation has been through. 

 

Council Member Walczak asked whether they will be marketing the adult day care center to 

veterans.  True stated there are some veterans interested in coming to their agency.  She added 

they also intend to market to Century College to attract nursing students.  She noted the 

community will be welcome to come and work with the seniors and learn from the experience. 

 

On motion by Council Member Sonnek, seconded by Council Member Walczak, with all 

present voting aye (5-0), motion carried to adopt Resolution No. 2020-079 approving 

Conditional Use Permit for an Adult Day Care Located at 2544, 2546 and 2548 7th Avenue E. 

 

X.  REPORTS OF CITY MANAGER AND DEPARTMENTS 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated construction at the former City Hall development site, Uptown Commons, 

will be moving forward in the next few weeks.  Road construction and utility work in preparation 

for construction will be starting, and tree removal has begun.  Margaret Street between 7th and 4th 

Avenues will be closed beginning on July 15, 2020, with closures continuing through mid-

October.  He noted City Staff will be in direct communication with downtown businesses 

throughout the duration. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated all trees on 7th Avenue in the project area will be removed, to facilitate storm 

sewer and watermain replacement and sidewalk replacement.  He added this will begin on July 

15, 2020. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated Seppala Boulevard will soon revert to 2-way traffic between Margaret and 

Helen Streets.  He added access issues related to relocation of USPS mailboxes has caused 

delays. 
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Council Member Walczak stated residents are welcome to take plants that are available because 

they would not otherwise survive the construction.  Mr. Duddeck confirmed this, adding plants 

have been removed and are still available, at the corner of 7th Street and Margaret Street. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated the storage facility at Anchor North has been delayed a week due to rain.  He 

added work began today on footings and foundation, and work continues on the traffic signal at 

Anchor Drive and McKnight Road. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated the development agreement and purchase agreement for the proposed 

apartment building at Anchor North will be available for City Council consideration and 

approval at an upcoming meeting.  He added the Kwik Trip development agreement will also be 

available soon. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated the City of North St. Paul received $918,000 in federal Care funding to be 

used for Covid-related expenses.  He added City Staff will attend a League of Minnesota Cities 

webinar to learn more about what the funding can be used for.  He noted it is hoped that some of 

the funding will go toward software improvements to increase accessibility, and grants for local 

small businesses. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated there will be an application process for funding, and recipients will need to 

meet requirements.  A federal audit will be required to ensure that the funding is spent 

appropriately, and the funds must be expended by November 15, 2020.  He added it is City 

Staff’s intent to have the funding dispersed by November 15, 2020. 

 

Council Member Walczak asked whether funds can also be used for personal protective gear for 

the Police and Fire Departments.  Mr. Duddeck confirmed this, adding the funds can be used for 

expenses already incurred, and to purchase additional supplies for future use.  He noted City 

Staff are working on a list of potential purchases for City Council consideration and approval. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated “Food Truck Night” on July 22, 2020 has been combined with a music event 

in Casey Lake Park scheduled for the next night.  He added there was a band cancellation, and 

another local band stepped up to take their place. 

 

XI.  REPORTS OF COUNCIL, COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 

 

Council Member Sonnek stated the Planning Commission held their most recent meeting in 

Council Chambers on July 2, 2020, at which the adult day care center was discussed, as well as 

updates to Zoning Code district tables. 

 

Council Member Petersen stated the League of Minnesota Cities’ recent annual conference was 

held virtually. 

 

Council Member Petersen stated, as mentioned by Mayor Furlong, the City’s second annual 

“Food Truck Night” will be held on July 22, 2020, at Hause Park at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Council Member Thorsen stated the next Economic Development Authority meeting is 

scheduled to be held on July 14, 2020.  He added Business Association meetings are still on 

hiatus, as there are still attendance restrictions at the American Legion, where meetings are held.  
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He noted it is hoped their meetings will resume soon.  He noted they may be able to assist with 

decisions regarding federal grants for local small businesses. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated the City of North St. Paul will receive GreenStep Cities recognition for 

completing Steps 4 and 5 from the League of Minnesota Cities.  He added recognition will be 

formally presented to the City at the League’s conference next year in Rochester. 

 

Council Member Petersen thanked City Staff for their hard work toward getting GreenStep Cities 

recognition for North St. Paul. 

 

XII.  GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

Council Member Petersen stated Parks and Recreation Commissioner Heather Haas has been 

fundraising to purchase yard signs that express thanks to the Police Department.  She added Ms. 

Haas plans to do a luncheon for the Police and Fire Departments with excess funds.  She noted 

the signs will be ready to be picked up tomorrow. 

 

Council Member Petersen expressed her appreciation to Theresa Auge', who is retiring from the 

School Board after 16 years.  She thanked Ms. Auge' for her years of service. 

 

Council Member Petersen expressed sadness at the death of Marissa Marple as a result of a 

diving accident over the weekend. 

 

Council Member Thorsen expressed his appreciation to residents and Public Works employees 

for their clean-up efforts after crowds left trash in local parks on 4th of July.  He stated it is 

unfortunate, but it happens every year.  He added the City could consider a partnership with the 

Business Association to co-sponsor a 4th of July fireworks display in North St. Paul. 

 

Mayor Furlong stated the 15th Anniversary of the Veterans Park will be celebrated on August 15, 

2020.  He added the anniversary celebration will showcase the Homes for Heroes veterans’ home 

that is being built.  He noted guest speakers are planned, including the Brigadier General and 

other dignitaries. 

 

Mr. Duddeck stated the Housing and Redevelopment Authority meeting will convene after the 

regular meeting. 

 

XIII.  CLOSED SESSION 

 

There was no closed session. 

 

XIV.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business, on motion by Council Member Sonnek, Seconded by Council 

Member Walczak, with all present voting aye (5-0), Mayor Furlong adjourned the meeting at 

7:50 p.m. 
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           _______________________________ 

          Terrence J. Furlong, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:  __________________________________ 

 Scott A. Duddeck, City Manager  
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Housing and Redevelopment Authority 

July 7, 2020 

Proposed Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Furlong called the meeting to order at 7:52 p.m. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Chair Terry Furlong, Commission Members Scott Thorsen, Candy Petersen, Jan 

Walczak, Tom Sonnek and Executive Director Scott Duddeck. 

 

Staff:  Mary Mills. 

 

III.  HRA ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A. Purchase agreement for the property at 2487 19th Avenue. 

 

The property located at 2487 19th Avenue has been a problem property for many years. 

 

There have been numerous police calls, disturbances, and drug activity calls. 

 

The Building Official for the City of North Saint Paul has deemed the current condition of the home 

to be hazardous and unsafe.  The home is currently considered an uninhabitable building. 

 

At the June 16, 2002 meeting the City Council adopted Resolution No. 2020-074 deeming that 

the property was a hazardous building and authorized an order to be put in place for the owners 

to repair and bring it up to code. 

 

In an effort to restore the neighborhood and eliminate this blighted property, the City has offered 

to purchase the property from the owners for an amount of $75,000. 

 

A purchase agreement for 2487 19th Avenue has been prepared by the City Attorney and all 

parties have agreed to its terms. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the purchase agreement and seeks authorization to finalize 

negotiations and documents for the purchase of the property. 

 

The City Attorney will review final documents prior to closing. 

 

If the purchase is approved, the property will be remodeled or completely redeveloped as part of 

the Student Built Housing Program. 

 
It was recommended that the HRA authorize the City Manager to execute a purchase agreement 

for the property at 2487 19th Avenue. 
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Member Petersen moved and Member Sonnek seconded, to adopt HRA Resolution No. 

2020-001, approving the purchase agreement for the property at 2487 19th Avenue in the 

amount of $75,000. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Chair Furlong thanked Mr. Duddeck for his tireless work in bringing a solution to this issue.  

 

City Attorney Mattick stated that at this time he will not file the hazardous building order. He is 

confident that this purchase will happen and the order will not be needed. This solution is as 

good as it gets. 

 

B. Other business/updates 

 

Mr. Duddeck noted that the current student built home project and program with the school 

should be back on track this fall. When the COVID closed the schools, the students could no 

longer work on the project. The instructor and one part-time city employee have continued 

working on it and will do so until the students can return.  

 

Member Walczak requested clarification on how the city part-time employee gets paid. Mr. 

Duddeck stated he gets paid through the city payroll and that then gets expensed back to the 

HRA budget. It is not invoiced like a bill would be. 

 

It is intended that the 2487 19th Avenue property will become a student built home project. There 

is currently no garage on the property, so a new structure most likely would be placed there to 

accommodate an attached garage. 

 

Member Thorsen noted that going forward he would like to see more of the proposed plans and 

budgeting for new structures prior to their approval. 

 

IV.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Member Sonnek moved and Member Walczak seconded to adjourn. Motion passed 5-0. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 

Next regular meeting: To be scheduled as needed. 

 

 

                  _______________________________ 

                  Terrence J. Furlong, Chair 

 

 

Attest:  _________________________________ 

      Scott A. Duddeck, Executive Director 
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Agenda Information Memorandum 

North St. Paul City Council 

July 21, 2020 

 

  

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Agenda placement: Consent Agenda 

 

 

Subject:  Approval of Special Event Permit for the American Legion Club 39 Car Shows. 

 

 

To:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

Background/Facts: 

 

The special event permit request has been submitted by the American Legion Club 39. The request is for 

Sunday Car shows occurring on seven alternating Sundays beginning July 26th through October 18th. The 

event set-up, tear down, and coordination of participants will all be conducted by American Legion 

volunteers. There is no request for additional City services and the event will take place entirely within 

the parking lot of the American Legion Club 39. 

 

Recommendation:  It is recommended the City Council approve the special event permit for the 

American Legion Car Shows.  

 

Attachments: 
 

Summary of request 

Special Event Permit Application 

Resolution 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ OB by mm 

  

Olivia Boerschinger 

Community Development Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA ENCLOSURE:  

 

   /s/ SD by mm 

 

Scott Duddeck 

City Manager 

 

 

Page 39 of 109



 

 

CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-xxx 

Consent Agenda 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT 

FOR AMERICAN LEGION CLUB 39 TO HOLD  

CAR SHOW EVENTS ON CERTAIN SUNDAYS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of North St. Paul has received a request from the American Legion Club 39; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the particulars of the event are: 

 

 The American Legion Club 39 requests a Special Event Permit to hold Car Show events for 

seven alternating Sundays starting July 26th and commencing October 18th. 

 Even supplies, set up, tear down, and coordination of participants will all be handled by 

American Legion volunteers 

 

WHEREAS, requests for City services include:  

 

 No additional City Services are requested. Cones, barricades, and volunteers are all provided 

by the American Legion Club 39 

 

WHEREAS, City Staff and the Police Chief have reviewed the application and all permits and 

required forms have been submitted. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of North St. Paul, it 

hereby approves the Special Event Permit for the American Legion Club 39 Car Show event 

scheduled to take place on the grounds of the American Legion parking lot on Sunday July 26th, 

August 9th, August 23rd, September 6th, September 20th, October 4th and October 18th, 2020. 

 

ADOPTED this 21st day of July, 2020.  

 

Motion by Council Member  

Second by Council Member  

 

Voting: Aye:      Council Member Petersen 

   Council Member Walczak 

               Council Member Sonnek 

  Council Member Thorsen 

   Mayor Furlong 

Nay:        

Absent:   

Abstain:  

 

             _______________________________ 

         Terrence J. Furlong, Mayor 

 

 

Attest:   ________________________________ 

              Scott A. Duddeck, City Manager/Clerk 
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Agenda Information Memorandum 

North St. Paul City Council 

July 21, 2020 

 

FROM THE OFFICE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 

Agenda placement: Consent Agenda 

 

Subject: Equipment to be retired and declared surplus for public auction 

 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

 

Facts: 

 2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer SUV, 4DR, white, #2107 

 MN LIC: 535NRB 

 VIN: 1GNDT13S472159847 

 125,985 mileage 

 Good condition 

 

 

Attachments for Council Packet: 

Resolution 

 

 

Items reviewed by Police Chief Lauth: 
Kelley Blue Book  

NADA Guidelines 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ TL by mm  

 

Tom Lauth 

Police Chief 

 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA ENCLOSURE:  

      

     /s/ SD by mm 

 

Scott Duddeck 

     City Manager 
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CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-xxx 
Consent Agenda 

 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING RETIRING AND DECLARING  

POLICE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT AS SURPLUS,  

TO BE SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION  

 
WHEREAS, the North St. Paul Police Department has submitted its intent to retire and 

declare as surplus, Police Department equipment to be sold at public auction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the equipment to be retired and declared surplus is Police Department 

vehicle #2107, a 2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer SUV, 4-door, white in color; and  

 
WHEREAS, the 2007 Chevrolet Trailblazer was a marked Police/CSO vehicle with 

Minnesota license plates 535NRB and has vehicle identification number (VIN), 

1GNDT13S472159847; and 

 

WHEREAS, the identified vehicle is to be sold via public online auction; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, that said Police Department vehicle 

is hereby retired and declared surplus equipment, to be sold via public online auction in 

a timely manner. 

 

ADOPTED this 21st day of July, 2020. 
 

Motion by Council Member  

Second by Council Member  

 

Voting: Aye:      Council Member Thorsen  

    Council Member Petersen 

   Council Member Walczak 

    Council Member Sonnek 

   Mayor Furlong 

Nay:       None 

Absent:  None 

Abstain: None    

         

            ____________________________ 

            Terrence J. Furlong, Mayor 

 

Attest:  __________________________________ 

    Scott A. Duddeck, City Manager/Clerk 
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER  

 

 

Agenda placement:  CITY BUSINESS ACTION ITEMS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

Subject:  Approval of a Contract for Private Development for the sale and development of Lot 2, Block 1, 

Anchor Block Commons, Ramsey County, Minnesota, according to the recorded plat thereof to Kwik 

Trip, Inc. 

 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 

 

Background/Facts: 

 

The City Council is being asked to approve a Contract for Private Development for the sale and 

development of Lot 2, Block 1, Anchor Block Commons, Ramsey County, Minnesota, according to the 

recorded plat thereof to Kwik Trip, Inc. A Resolution approving the Contract is attached to this 

Memorandum. 

 

The City acquired the property as part of the acquisition of the Anchor Block site from Anchor Crossings, 

LLC, (“Contract Vendor”) under a Contract for Deed in 2019 (“Contract for Deed”).  Thereafter, the City 

corrected soils for the Anchor Block site, platted the property as Anchor Block Commons and installed 

public improvements, including streets and utilities.  The Property is located within Development District 

No. 4 and Tax Increment Financing (Soils Condition) District No. 4-11.  

 

It is contemplated that pursuant to said Agreement the Developer will construct a convenience 

store/fueling station and car wash in excess of nine thousand (9,000) square feet upon the Development 

Property. 

 

The purchase price that the developer will pay to the City of North St. Paul is $1,200,000.00. 

 

Upon substantial completion of construction of the above referenced improvements by the Developer, the 

minimum market value which shall be assessed for the land described in Exhibit A, with the 

improvements constructed thereon shall be Five Million Two Hundred Thousand and 00/100 Dollars 

($5,200,000.00). The Development Contract requires the Developer to substantially complete the 

minimum improvements on or before December 31, 2021.   

 

The Contract also requires the Developer to enter into a Minimum Assessment Agreement establishing a 

Minimum Market Value for the Property of $5,519,500.00 over the term of the TIF District to provide 

additional assurance that the City will recoup the debt it funded for the costs in acquiring and preparing 

the Property for development. 

 

At closing on the Contract, the City will use a portion of the proceeds from the sale to pay the Contract 

Vendor under the Contract for Deed for the City’s acquisition of the Property. 
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Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approval of Resolution No. 2020-XXX Contract for Private Development for the sale 

and development of Lot 2, Block 1, Anchor Block Commons, Ramsey County, Minnesota, according to 

the recorded plat thereof to Kwik Trip, Inc. 

 

 

Attachments: 
Contract for Private Development 

Resolution 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

/s/ SD by mm 

 

Scott Duddeck 

City Manager 

Page 53 of 109



Page 1 of 3 

Resolution No. 2020-xxx 

Approval of Contract for Private Development 

Anchor Block Commons 
 

CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 

RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-XXX 

 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING A CONTRACT FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT FOR 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOT 2, BLOCK 1, ANCHOR BLOCK COMMONS, 

RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA, ACCORDING TO THE RECORDED PLAT 

THEREOF TO KWIK TRIP, INC. AND DISPENSING WITH STATUTORY 

REQUIREMENTS FOR REVIEW BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of North St. Paul acquired real property under a Contract for Deed, 

which property is located within Anchor Block Commons, in the City of North St. Paul as legally 

described in Exhibit A (“Property”) of the Contract for Private Development between the City and 

Kwik Trip, LLC (“Developer”) as provided in Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part hereof (the 

“Contract”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, Developer desires to purchase the Property from the City and the City desires 

to convey the Property to Developer under the terms and conditions provided in the Contract for a 

purchase price of $1,200,000; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 462.356, subd. 2, requires that the Planning Commission review 

the City’s sale of the Property for consistency with the Comprehensive Plan, except upon a 2/3 

vote of the City Council dispensing with the requirement and finding that the sale of the Property 

has no relationship to the City’s comprehensive plan. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of North St. 

Pauo, Minnesota: 

 

1. Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 462.356, subd. 2., the City Council finds that the sale of the 

Property has no relationship to the City’s comprehensive plan and hereby dispenses with 

review by the Planning Commission; and 

 

2. The Contract is hereby approved; and  

 

3. The Mayor, City Manager/Clerk are authorized to execute any documents which, in the 

opinion of the City Attorney, are necessary to complete this transaction.  

 

 ADOPTED this 21st day of July, 2020.  

 

Motion by Council Member xxx 

Second by Council Member xxx 
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Approval of Contract for Private Development 

Anchor Block Commons

Voting:       Aye:      Council Member Thorsen 

Council Member Petersen 

Council Member Walczak 

Council Member Sonnek 

Mayor Furlong 

Nay: None 

Abstain: None 

Absent: None 

CITY OF NORTH ST. PAUL 

By: _______________________________ 

Terrence J. Furlong, Mayor 

By:______________________________ 

Scott A. Duddeck, City Manager 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

 

Attach Contract for Private Development 
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